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The Language
. of Adventure in

Nicaragua

An Advanced English
Masterclass in Travel
Storytelling,
Metaphors, and Idioms.

ECOSYSTEM

A biological community

of interacting organisms ;
- - 1‘

and their physical

environment.

Idiom:

"A sea of
tranquility”
state of deep
peace and calm.




The Cities:

Using contrasting
adjectives to
describe
character and
vibe.

Volcanoes &
Nature:
Mastering
phrasal verbs
of motion and

i i Lake
natural & —~\ Nicaragua
metaphors. e
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Caribbean Coast

& Hidden Gems:
Speaking like an
explorer with
travel idioms and
conversational
slang.

The Final

Viewpoint:
Comprehension

checks and

real—wnrld
conversation
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NICARAGUA: A TIMELINE OF TRANSFORMATION
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. e & The Conflict: | Y/
The Setting: Known . b % X A landscape shaped " & The Resolution: Now a
historically as the land of ~ | byturbulence. Survived L | B2 rising star in global
lakes and volcanoes. : 1 pirate raids on original altars, | eco-tourism, balancing
Home to Cocibolca, the . ;_ 20th-century revolutions, | | historical fading grandeur

-\—\__

largest freshwater lake in S8 and devastating earthquakes | = " with modern edge-of-the-
Central America. e ' that destroyed the capitalin [ seat adventures.
- 1931 and 1972. ' '
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THE DESCENT: VERBS OF MOTION ON CERRO NEGRO

| .

1. Set off: I leant
back and set off...

(Definition: To begin a
journey or movement).

2. Scrabble up: We had
scrabbled up its steep
sides...

(Definition: To climb
quickly and awkwardly using

hands and feet) 3. Speed down:

. . .Speeding down was
quite the thrill...

(Definition: To move very 4, Skid to a stop:
fast downwards) . ..managed to skid to a

stop at the base.
(Definition: To slide out

of control before finally
halting)
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MASA L ASBRESBEEL] H OF HELL & BEYOND

Box 1

Mouth of Hell: Coined
by a 16th-century
Spanish priest.

Usage: A terrifying,
fiery abyss.

Box 2

k Baby Volcano: Describing

-

| yellow).

Box 3

Kaleidoscope of colour:

+| Usage: A rapidly

changing pattern of
bright, diverse colors
(lush greens, grey ash,
iron red, sulphur

Cerro Negro.

Usage: Small, newly
formed, or less
intimidating compared to
towering peaks.

TR soma

r'

Box 4
Emerald-green wall:

Usage: Dense,
impenetrable tropical
tropical jungle foliage.

L
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Blown over: To be thoroughly impressed
or surprised.

Context: I was completely blown over by how
welcoming the Nicaraguans are.
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Go out of their way: To make a special,
extra effort to help someone else.

Set the world to rights: To have a long, deep
conversation about how to fix society's problems.

Context: Men gathering in the main square of
Granada to talk.
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Granada (The Polished Port) =
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Vibe: Fading grandeur, youthful, trendy. PSS Vibe: Edgy, liberal leanings, less-polished. --;5:':, L:

Key Vocab: Lavish (luxurious, grand), | Key Vocab: Peeling (paint coming off in ;

Thriving (prosperous, growing). strips), Warm-up act (something that
precedes the main event).

Identity: The historical center of wealth
Spanisﬁ trade. ) ' Identity: The bustling university city and

capital of the revolution.
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The Sweet Sea (Cocibolca): The _
\ indigenous name for Lake Nicaragua. !

Enigmatic (Adj): Mysterious, difficult to
understand.

Context: The 1,400 ancient rock
petroglyphs scattered across the slopes.

\) Verdant (Adj): Green with rich, lush
vegetation.

Teem with (Phrasal Verb): To be

absolutely full of living things.

':4'9?-’3 Context: The waters teem with fish.

Cultural Context: The dance of the leaf-
cutter ant—an ancient tradition soliciting
help from the harvest god Xilotol.




Hidden gem:

A wonderful place
that is not widely
known.

Box-ticking exercise:
Doing something just to say
you've done It, without truly
appreciating the experience.

Context: This isn't a box-
ticking exercise... it's about
appreciating quiet beauty.

Wind down:
To relax completely

after a period of
activity.
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Mastering Modals
& Etiquette:

EZflnlways ask permission before

photographing people. (Strong
imperative)

Never photograph military
installations. (Absolute
prohibition)

D\/ Be discrete with expensive
gear in crowded areas. (Strong
recommendation)

EZfrAppreciate the courtesy: A
high-level phrase meaning to
be thankful for someone'’s
polite and respectful behavior.




Fire (Volcanoes) = Water (Lakes & Oceans)

- Belching - Sweet Sea
- Molten - Teem with
- Mouth of Hell - Wind down
- Speed down

Earth (Jungle & Slopes) Human (Cities & Culture)

- Verdant - Fading grandeur
- Emerald-green wall - Edgy
- Scrabble up - Blown over

- Hidden gem
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WORKBOOK DISCUSSION: REFLECTION & APPLICATION

1
2

Metaphorical Landscapes

Have you ever visited a place that felt like a
kaleidoscope of colour or a mouth of hell? Describe

it using 3 new adjectives from this lesson.
o = =

The Vibe Check

Which city's personality matches
yours better: the fading grandeur of
Granada, or the edgier, liberal leanings

of Leon? Why? 1

Hidden Gems /»

Describe a hidden gem in your own
country. Why is it off the beaten track? P
> B
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TEEETEE YRR
Comprehension Check

[z] 1. You must hike for hours to see the active
molten lava at Masaya Volcano. [ T ][ F ]

2. The phrase ‘set the world to rights’
refers to fixing physical architecture in
Granada. [ T]1 [ F ]

3. Ometepe Island is famous for ancient
petroglyphs and twin volcanoes. [ T ] [ F ]

Q::p-4.'The author felt completely confident before
sandboarding down Cerro Negro. [ T]1 [ F ]

(Answers: 1.F, 2. F, 3.T, 4. F)
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WORKBOOK: COMPREHENSION & REFLECTION

1 1. What does the indigenous name Cocibolca mean, and
what major body of water does it refer to?
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2. Based on the descriptive vocabulary used, what is the main
difference in the historical identities of Granada and Le6n?

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3. Explain the meaning of the idiom a box-ticking exercise in

the context of modern travel.
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The Final Viewoint

- Mastered advanced travel idioms (hidden gem, blown over, beaten track).
- Contrasted the distinct character of polished Granada and edgy Ledn. Tl -
- Explored Nicaragua's extremes, from baby volcanoes to emerald-green walls.

1 Takeaway: Great travel storytelling isn't just about where you go—it's about the | ey -y .
vibrant, precise language you use to bring those places to life. c(\ ®Q :
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